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UM GRANT BRINGS TRAVELING HEALTH CARE CLINIC
TO RURAL MONTANANS
MISSOULA A grant received by The University of Montana-Missoula School of Pharmacy and Allied
Health Sciences will bring health care services to seven Montana counties where professionals in
the field are in short supply.
Associate professors Tim Stratton and Cathy Bartels received the $482,500 grant from the
federal Office for the Advancement of Telehealth. Grant funds have been used to purchase and
convert a motor home into a traveling clinic. The clinic is equipped to offer screening and adult
immunization services, as well as improved access for rural health care providers to the latest
drug and health information.
The one-year grant project, ImProving Health Among Rural Montanans (IPHARM), has
two major components —the mobile clinic and expansion of UM’s Drug Information Service
(DIS), based on the Missoula campus. Created in 1991, DIS serves professionals in the fields of
health care and health education by providing up-to-date, unbiased information about
prescription and nonprescription medications and dietary supplements. A satellite receiver
mounted on the mobile clinic is connected directly to a computer to allow rural health care
providers and UM clinic personnel to communicate directly with DIS.
During 2003, the mobile clinic will serve Chouteau, Glacier, Hill, Liberty, Pondera,
-more-
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Teton and Toole counties. The traveling clinic is equipped with specialty devices to screen for
health problems such as diabetes, osteoporosis, asthma and chronic obstructive pulmonary
disease. Direct services to county residents will be offered at community events and through local
pharmacies, health care clinics, community centers, schools, churches, businesses, and county
and tribal departments of health. Clinic personnel also will be available for consultations with
health care providers.
Funding for the IPHARM project was obtained with help from Sen. Conrad Bums and his
Washington, D.C.-based staff.
For more information about IPHARM or DIS, call the School of Pharmacy and Allied
Health Sciences at UM, (406) 243-4621.
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